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P2 Cobblehurst Quaker Meeting House built 1834
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P3 Cobblehurst Quaker Meeting House built 1834







P5A Ridge Rd. view looking SW circa 1920s



Ridge Rd. view looking SE circa 1920’s



%

M __x‘%‘;LA

P5C Ridge Rd. view looking SW circa 1920s



P5D Ridge Rd. view looking SW circa 1920s
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P6 Formal Gardens after 1917 remodel]ing, facing Rldge Rd. ooking north  White sweet allysium and asters of all colors.




View looking SE



P7B Hand dllg pond along stone fence Family members, from right: 1st Papa, 3rd Aunt Emma, and 4th Mamma
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P8 Copy of early carbon sketch depicting the 1834-36 era
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Cobblehurst

Cobblehurst has an interesting history. It is situated on Ridge Road, the
ridge having been the shore of Lake Iroquois, when the lake was much
larger, before the glaciers came through 50,000 years ago. Lake Ontario
about 10 miles to the North is a condensed version of Lake Iroquois.

The ridge was a natural trail for the Indians, and the white settlers
started settling the area in the mid 1700’s, the trail became a road, and
then a stage coach route, and finally Ridge Road.

Cobblehurst was erected in a two year period between 1834 and 1836,as a
Quaker meeting house. The cobblestone construction was unique to an era
of about 1830 to 1870; there are quite a few fine examples of cobblestone
construction to be found along the ridge.

The Quakers used the building as their meeting house and the adjacent
cemetary plot from 1836 to 1905, when they moved into new quarters in the
village of Gasport, 5 miles away. When they used it there were just four
walls and a center fireplace. The doors into the present swimming pool
room were the men’s and ladies seperate doors.

The building sat vacant from 1905 until 1917 at which time it was
purchased by a wealthy lady from Albion, NY named Mrs. Pratt. The
written history of the house which has been passed from one owner to the
next, states that Mrs. Pratt toured Europe for some ideas and brought back
the fireplace utensils from Scotland. I[n any event, She spent a small
fortune adding dormers so there could be a second floor, having a cellar
hand dug under the existing building, adding the sun porch (now the
swimming pool), the garage, and gardens, walls and driveway.

In the early 1920’s the house became a tourist home with couples coming
to spend several days for rest and relaxation. [t was called "Cobblehurst on
the Ridge”, and we still have the guest book from that period, full of
compliments on the cooking. Many of the guests were from hundreds of
miles away, and were repeat customers over the years.

In the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s, and early 60’s, it served as home for 5 or 6 families.
One grew Gladioli; one raised chickens; and it was a restaurant briefly, but
mainly it was a home.

Barbara and Darrell Mantei bought it in 1967, when Eric was 7 and Beth
was 5 years old. It has made a fine place for raising a family. When Beth
was still a little girl she said she wanted to be married here. Today we are
here to see that dream come true.

- written by Darrell Mantei
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Significance statement

I shall refer to the structure as ""Cobblehurst", as that is what is is known as locally.

Cobblehurst, as it was built originally, is a 60' x 40' early-era cobblestone building,
erected in the years of 1834-1836 as a Quaker Church. Included in this application
is a photograph of the building as it was during its church phase, from 1836 until
1905.

The Quakers buried their dead in the adjacent cemetery during that period.

Cobblehurst is situated on historic Ridge Road which was an ancient Indian trail,
and a stagecoach road later, an important link from the Eastern U.S. to the Niagara
Frontier, Canada and other western destinations.

In 1917, a Mrs. Pratt purchased the property and the abandoned church, and
remodelled it with exquisite taste and much money. She had a cellar hand-dug
under the building, built § ft. thick retaining walls in the cellar to support the
foundation, added a second story by the construction of six dormers, built a
cobblestone wall on the North and West sides of the property, added a pantry room,
porches, patio, garage with apartment for "servants", and toolshed, all of which
remain in good repair today.

(At great cost to the owner)

Inside, the house was done in "Mission" style, with the liberal use of oak in the
stairway, baseboards, cupboards and built-in drawers and leaded glass wall cases.
She appointed the house with several stained-glass windows, iron fireplace utensils
from Scotland, three hanging S-bulb bronze light fixtures from the Roycroft guild in
East Aurora, NY. All the above remain in good shape and working order today.

After Mrs. Pratt passed from the scene, the house has been used as a bed &
breakfast

in the 1920s ( the guest book is still here, full of compliments on the hospitality and
the cuisine), also as a restaurant, as a gladiola farm, and as the the broadcast site for
a morning breakfast radio show.

Several families have called Cobblehurst home in the ensuing decades, and the
present owners, Darrell and Barbara Mantei, have lived and raised their children at
Cobblehurst since purchasing it from the Willam Webster family in 1967.

(Written by Darrell Mantei on July 1, 2000)
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Editor’s note: This refproduction is a best effort restoration, within reason, of the poor
xerographed copies of the original letter pages. The handwriting is for the most part
legible; therefore, the effort to do a transcription was not done.
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hngland who came to America m
# settling at first 10 Scituate and aflerward
{1 at DBarnstable, Massachusetts, where
i| Nathantel was boro 10 1642, the eldest of
@ ten children. He and bhis immediate de-
: scendants were the only members of this
prominent family helonging to the Soeicty
of Friends, which society it is thought he
joined at the time of bismarriage in 1662.
i{ For the same year Le was punished by
3| the Plymouth court for marrying contrary
{ to their law. In 1670 he was fined for re-
fusing to contribute towards the support
of the Barnstable mioister. After most
of the diabolical devices for converting

Al heretics, had fallen into disuse in Massa.
chusetts, there still remained this unjus@
law epjoining payment of church tithes,
[t was oot till 1724 that the statule was
repealed. Io tbe mean Llime scores and
hundreds left Massachusetts, some. as
s00n as they could dispose offS8
their property and others because thei
property had ceen confiscated already. In
1677 Nathaniel F. Randolph exchanged§s
nis house aud lot st Barnstable for
Jobhn Smith’s property in Woodbridge
township, and as quickly as possible
4| thereafter moved with his family to New
il Jersey. Just before leaving his native
il place, be with three other influential
Quskers sigoed, in 1678, a remonstrance
to the geoeral court at Plymouth against§
being taxed lo support the established B
mioistry. This protest contained these
mild words: “‘It's well enough known we
(called Quakers) have never been back-
=ard tn contribute our assistanee in awef

Quaker Churo
The: first church w
| Quakers in 1819. 'This
woods about where the Tyle ‘rloclc now
stands. “Tlie lot , contaihed” two, acres
and cost $25.00 and was 'Q. me. that
1s now 'embraced in the 'M&r'shap-
ed block' bounded by Mz Market and
Elm streéets. The r'round,.vms used for
many  years 23 2a Q‘uakér bhrying
ground. ,. s,
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0 % ING IN HARTI..AND

Farmmgton Quarterly Meetmg will be
Held in the old Stone Meeting House
on the Ridge Near Johnson's Creek
this Week. ceey

On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day of this week at the Stone church
on the Ridge Road, Hartland, will oc-
cur the Farmington quarterly meeting
of Friends, as previously noted in the
Journal. T.arge - attendances of peo-
ple from the country for miles about
are to be found at these quarterly
meetings, which are very interesting.
The sestions to be held are as follows:

Oct. 6 at 2:30 p. m., meeting of the
ministry and oversight; at 7:30 p. m.,
C. E. conference, Miss Anna Leggett,
president.

Oct. 7, 10:30 a. m., meeting for wor-
ship, followed by luncheon and the
business session, at which the officers
will be elected; 7:30 p. m., Bible school
conference, J. L. Dillingham, president.

Oct. 8, 10:30 a. m., meeting for wor-
ship.

Many prominent speakers will be
in attendance, including J. Lindley Spi-
cer, State evangelist. The Quaker set-
tlement in the vicinity of Hartland is
fast thinning out, but many of the old-
er families still remain and they re-
tain their primitive ways.
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permanently
N. C. Now retired, Mr.
was purchasing agent for the Si-

first public service of the Gasport

,;.Reef before May 31.

asport E rlendsds
Set Anmversary

The 50th Annlversary of the
founding of the Gasport Friends
Meeting is to- be celebrated the
weekend of June 5. - ‘

It was on June 5 1965 that the |

Friénds was held in the Evangeli-
cal (now Gasport Zion Lutheran)
Church. In 1912 the Friends moved
into their own meeting house,
which had been newly built, =~

_This year on Saturday, June 4,
the celebration begins with an in®
formal get-together at 4:30; a ban-
quet at 6:30,‘for present and for-
mer members and attenders’ and
an evening service at 8 o’clock of
music, etings anq good ellow-

On Slmd momine \ worship’
service wﬂl be held at 10 30. This
is a special time, just for this day,
and there will be no Sunday
ﬁchool ;

- Anyone wishing reservatlons for
the banquet may call Mrs. George

=7}

The brown cobblestone
house of Mr. and Mrs. Web-
ster was originally built as
a meeting house for the
Quakers of the Hartland area
in 1836.. A winding gir}veway.
Japanese vy entwimng the
walls and steps, and flower
gardens contribute * to the
country setting. -~ :

‘A huge cobblestone ﬂre-
place adds warmth fo the
living room. It features two
Roycroft _chandeliers and
ﬁreplace tools imported from
Scotland. -

A leaded door. leadmg from
the dining room, opens onto
an enclosed cobblestone sun-
room, complete with year-
round swnmm.mg pool.

Also unique in the home
are its canopied bathtub and
antique bedroom furnishings.

nine-room residence at 35 Elm-
wood Ave., has been sold to An-
drew McPherson,
Grange League Federation,
who has moved to Lockport from
North Collins.

Mr. and Mrs. Gould are mov-'
ing from Niagara County fo live
in Hendersonville,

an official of

Gould

Cobblehurst, on the Ridge Road, monds Saw and Steel Company.

one of Niagara County's most

picturesque estates, has changed
hands.

The large stone mansion, plus
an acre and a half of lawn and
gardens, has been sold by Mr.
and Mrs. J. Rolland Gould to Mr.
and Mrs. Perry R. Sisley, of
Lockport.

The transaction was completed
last week. Charles H. Wood, of
Lockport, was the realtor.

Mr. and Mrs. Sisley are expect-

ed to take possession of Cobble-
hurst in tha mnaer fufiwa LA te




	Untitled
	Untitled 2
	Untitled 3
	Untitled 4
	Untitled 5
	Untitled 6
	Untitled 4
	Untitled 5
	Untitled 3
	Untitled 2
	Untitled
	Untitled 2
	Untitled 6
	Untitled 3
	Untitled 4
	Untitled 5
	Untitled
	Untitled 2
	Untitled 8
	Untitled 7
	Untitled 12
	Untitled 10
	Untitled 9
	Untitled 6
	Untitled 5
	Untitled 4
	Untitled 2
	Untitled 3
	Untitled
	Untitled 5
	Untitled 2
	Untitled
	Untitled 6

